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Firing up the campaign to save Growing Greener
From the family farms in Lancaster County to Fairmount Park in Philadelphia and Frick Park in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania’s natural beauty is a big part of what makes living here so special. But too many of these beloved open spaces are threatened by pollution or lost to reckless overdevelopment. 


Growing Greener is Pennsylvania’s most successful conservation program, working to preserve threatened parks, open spaces and family farms. But unfortunately, Growing Greener ran out of money earlier this year and is set to expire. If we don’t act quickly, we will lose this critical program—and more of our precious natural heritage along with it.

Coalition leverages partnerships in southeast PA
The Renew Growing Greener (RGG) coalition was formed in 2009 as a partnership of conservation advocates from across the state. Members include land trusts, educational organizations, and policy experts. Through a coordinated effort, the Coalition hopes to mobilize stakeholders, members, and friends of each partner organization. Through this trickle-down effect, the widest number of interested citizens can be called on to make their voices heard. 
It’s a well-known fact that the southeast is PA’s most densely populated region, and the way of southeast’s voters is often the way of the state. The RGG coalition is in the process of hosting meetings throughout the five counties in order to sign on new partners and disseminate its message. Each meeting attendee is armed with a “toolkit” of information, including legislative maps, signup info, boilerplate messaging, and more. 
Taking the fight to the Statehouse
Advocates have followed up on outreach efforts by pushing lawmakers in Harrisburg to fight for Growing Greener. Taking the lead is RGG partner PennEnvironment, which this summer persuaded key legislators to sign a questionnaire supporting the program. In May PennEnvironment Director David Masur testified before the state House Finance Committee on a bill to renew Growing Greener and provide a dedicated source of funding. “The Growing Greener program is successful, it’s essential, and it’s running out of money,” Masur told the committee, which is chaired by state Representative David Levdansky from Pittsburgh. “The need for dedicating funding to Pennsylvania’s conservation efforts has never been clearer.” 

“We are proud to testify in support of Rep. Levdansky’s House Bill 2443, which creates an extraction fee for the removal of natural gas from underneath the state’s land—and dedicates a significant portion of this money to renew Growing Greener.”

What you can do

If you support conservation funding in PA, now is the time to tell your legislators. More than Growing Greener is at stake in this critical election year; with oil and gas drilling ramping up for development, decisions on the severance tax could be made quickly and it’s important that conservation interests aren’t overlooked. To learn more or to volunteer as a supporter, contact Andrew Heath, Executive Director of the Renew Growing Greener Coalition, at 717.230.8044 x23 or visit www.renewgrowinggreener.org
